Oregon Trail Lesson Plan
Title: Life Onthe Oregon Trail
Subject: Socid Studies
Grade Level: 394" Grade

Description:

Because this lesson will be taught towards the end of the school year the students will
dready be familiar with the concept of cooperative learning. They will demondrate their
understanding of the 5 essentia components through daily interaction and activities. |
will have taught them the importance of information literacy through direct ingtruction
and they will be able to identify and |locate gppropriate information sources, evauate the
information and organizeit. They will have been shown the importance of citing sources
of information to avoid plagiarism and why plagiarism iswrong. They will dso have a
working knowledge of PowerPoint and Inspiration and know how to useit to creste a
presentation. With this background of information aready in place they will participate
in aproject based learning experience. Each group of students will contain four
members. Each member will be given cooperative learning role. They will be
researching on the Internet, watching video presentations, and using atrade book to find
out what life would have been like in the 1840's and the problems that the pioneers
would have encountered along the way. The will dso do avariety of projects and
activities usng multiple intelligences. The purpose of their project and research into the
life of the pioneers will be to present a program to their parents and student body as to
what life waslike on the Oregon Trail.

An Overview of Activities Using Multiple Intelligences

Intrapersond:  Reflecting on what they know about the Oregon Trall

Interpersona: Sharing ideas in cooperative groups and through jigsaw with other groups.
Muscd: Singing “ Skip to My Lou”

Mathematica/: Ordering and sequencing their reports in alogica/organized way.

Logica

Kineshetic. ~ Stedling gicks game

Verba: The sharing of ideas and vocabulary related to the Oregon Trall.

Curriculum Benchmarks:

® Discuss and evauate ways in which people should view cultures and customs
different from their own.

B Discuss and evauate the contributions of various groups in establishing a
community.

#  Understand the importance and lagting influence of individuds, issues, events,
people and developmentsin U.S. higtory.

#  Understand how the physica environment affects peoples’ lives.



Materials:

B Worksheets. journd sheet consisting of two sheetsin the shape of a covered

wagon, recipes, geding sicks game, ingructions for making wagon, and music by:

NAD Teacher Bulletin, Apr./May/June

®  Knowledge Construction worksheet by: S Freed 1995

®  Panning/evduating, and rubrics forms for writing/projects. 40 Rubrics and

Checklists to Assess Reading and Writing written by Adde Fiderer, Published by

Scholastic

®  Trade book (one per group): Dear America, Across the Wide and Lonesome

Prairie, The Oregon Trail Diary of Hattie Campbell 1847, written by Kristiana

Camphbdl, Published by Scholastic

#  Computer and components with Internet access and printer

®  PowerPoint/Inspiration programs

B Fooditems large bag of apples (red or green), lemon juice, bowl, string,

thumbtacks, flour, baking powder, salt, butter, milk, fork, measuring cup, rolling pin,

baking sheet, oven

12 gicksfor game

®  Oregon Trall video/classroom activities from PBS at:
http://mwww.pbs.org/opb/oregontrail/

B Web dtes: http://endoftheoregontrail.org,

http://Amww.isu.edu/~trinmich/Siteshtml,

http://www.americanwest.convitrail gpages/oretrail.htm

Activities/Procedures:
Teacher Preparation:

1. Researchto find suitable web stesthat ded with the Oregon Trall that the
students can use for research.

Read the trade book that the students will read in their group

Understand and be familiar with PowerPoint/Inspiration programs

Copy off dl necessary worksheets for groups

Collect food/game items

Order video about the Oregon Tral from PBS

SN

Prerequisite Student Skills:

Students will understand how to use PowerPoint/Ingpiration for their presentation

Students will be able to search the internet for information about the Oregon Trall

3. Studentswill have aworking knowledge of the 5 essentia components of
cooperdive learning (pogtive interdependence, individua accountability, group
processing, socid skills development, and face to face interaction)

4. Studentswill be able to write abook report in an organized manner.

N



Activities/Procedures:

1.

The students are divided into groups of four. Each member in agroup is assigned
acooperative learning role. The cooperative learning roles are Checker/Time
Keeper, Encourager, Tech Expert, and Recorder.

The students will be told that the purpose for the group isto learn about life on the
Oregon Trail and to create areport based on the lives of the people on the Oregon
Trail. They will also produce projects related to the theme that will be shared
with their parents and student body.

The students will write down what they know about the Oregon Trall so far. They
will fill inthe“What | Know and Questions | Have® sections of the Knowledge
Congruction Worksheet. When they are done doing it individudly they will

share ther answers with the group. They will then fill in more information that
they learned after sharing.

They will view avideo dlip about the Oregon Trail (Myth, Image and Symboal,
Hollywood myth vs. the redlities of the Oregon Trall) after viewing the clip two

of the membersin each group will imagine they are Native Americans and two
will imagine that they are pionears. They will discuss the satement made in the
video Y ou have Europeans coming by...and shooting at Indian peoplein ther
own land’. They will first write down how they fed about the statement
individudly, and then they will do a Pair/Share activity in which they will share
ther ideas. Afterwardsthey will share within the whole group. And then
spokespersons from each group will share with the whole dass. Following this
activity they will fill in the“What | Learned” section of the Knowledge
Congtruction workshest.

Before the students view the video clip entitled “ Jumping Off” which is about the
pioneer’ s decision to leave home they will fill in the “What | Know and Questions
| Have’ section of the Knowledge Construction Worksheet. After watching the
video clip they will betofill inthe“What | Learned” section of the worksheet
which will be shared with the membersin their group. For their assgnment the
sudentswill be asked to research how their family arrived in Wisconsin. They
will create afamily tree grgphic organizer using Inspiration on the computer.

They will lig their family members and their journeysto findly arrivein

Wiscondan. They will then compare their travel with that of the pioneersto find
out what was Smilar or different asthat of the pioneersin 1840. They will aso
find out any interesting stories or problems that occurred when their family
members were moving from place to place. They will write these asdiary
excerpts on the covered wagon journa worksheets, which will be posted for
others to see on a bulletin board.

The groups will round-robin read Across the Wide and Lonesome Prairie, The
Oregon Trall Diary of Hattie Campbell. Following the reading of the book they
will write agroup book reports using the “My Writing Plan” planning form to get
them organized and then they will use “My Writing Organization and
Development” form to check over their writing. After al groups have written
their report they will exchange reports and evaluate them looking for ways that



they could improve the story and making comments where changes could be
made. | will evduate find drafts and facilitate in the writing and in the evduation
process in the groups.

7. Each cooperative group will be assigned four research topics.

1) Indian/Pioneer Roles on the Oregon Trall (How did they affect each others
lives)

2) What wasdaily life like for the pioneers (what kind of food did they est,
where did they deep, how did they travel, what did they do for recreetion)

3) What were the reasons that the pioneers had for going to Oregon and what
kind of sacrifices did they have to make to get there?

4) What did the pioneers do once they got to Oregon (did the sart their own
businesses, farm, etc.)?

8. The students will be able to decide which topic they would like to research on the
Internet within their group.

9. Before garting research they will fill out the “What | know and Questions | Have”’
sections of the knowledge construction worksheet. They will research their
information on pre-approved web Stes. After acquiring their information they
will jigsaw with members of other groups who have the sametopic. After they
have filled out the Whet | Know” section in sharing they will go back to their
origind groups and share their information.

10. After dl information is compiled they will start to write their report. They will
use the “My Writing Plan” form and upon completion of the report “My Writing
Organization and Development” self-assessment checklist. When the groups are
done writing their reports they will exchange reports and critique them. | will be
the facilitator in the process and the find evauator of the work.

11. Oncethe report is done they will be ready to convert it into a PowerPoint
presentation with graphics.

12. Additiond activitiesinclude: Making a Shoebox Prairie Schooner, making
recipes of the pioneers such as homemade crackers, and dried apples which will
be served at the presentation of the report to their families and the student body .
They will dso participate in the game entitled “ Steding Sticks’. The parents will
be able to participate in this game d o after the presentations. They will practice
the song “ Skip to My Lou” which they will perform for their families and student
body.

Assessment/Evaluation:

The find PowerPoint and family tree presentation are evaluated using arubric for
projects and presentations. The reports are sudent evauated through self assessment
forms and by their classmates and teacher evaluated using arubric entitled “Key
Elements of Proficient Writing”.

Carmen Magray
Green Bay Seventh-day Adventist Junior Academy
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